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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT » iD QRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mt., Zion United Methodist Church sets on the south side
of U.S. Route 40, .5 mile east of Green Lantern Road in
northeastern Garrett County.

The church is a one and a half story, frame structure with
a gable roof and a cement block foundation. The roof line
runs east/west and the exterior is covered with aluminum
siding. The building is rectangular in shape with a one story,
flat roof extension the wideth of the church attached to the
east end. The main portion has three, tall stained glass
windows on both the north and south sides and a circular
window on the west end. An enclosed set of steps leading to
the basement projects from the south side. The main entrance
to the church is through the east addition which has three,
double jung, wooden sash windows with one-over-one lights.

33§

The interior of the church was renovated in the 1960's with
a new ceiling, wall paneling, new pews and a new alter.

While the building is structurally sound, apparently little
more than the exterior shell remains of the original building.

There is a cemetery to the southerly and westerly sides of
the structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building known presently as the Mount Zion United
Methodist Church is typical of the eccelesiastical structures
erected throughout rural America in the late nineteenth
century. Generally, these buildings are one story structures,
rectangular in shape and devoid of elaborate ornamentation.

The exact date of construction of this building is not
known. It probably dates, however, from the 1880's. In an
1886 deed covering the purchase of a large tract of land in
this area by Benjamin F. Michaels from Sarah Wright there is
reference to this land being used by the church (Garrett Co.
Deed Book 12, p.21). It states in description of the land
"excepting one acre of ground heretofore conveyed to and now
occupied by the Methodist E. Church as a place of Devine
worship....." The transaction involving the church apparent-
ly was not recorded in the courthouse.

Mount Zion United Methodist Church is now included in the
Grantsville Circuit. In notes compiled by the church, it is
stated that the oldest Bible in the possession of the church
was signed by the Reverend S. P. Archer who was pastor from
1884 to 1886.

Until the mid-1950's, the building stood on stone pillars.
In 1955, a basement was dug and constructed and an addition
was built in the east end. The present stained glass windows
were installed in 1960. Throughout the 1960's the interior
was renovated and the exterior was covered with aluminum
siding.

A cemetery surrounds the church building on the south and
west sides. The cemetery contains several late nineteenth
and early twentieth century tombstones. It is said that the
first person buried here was a member of the Layton family,
but the marker has no date visible.




iBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Garrgtt County Land Records, Oakland, Md.
Lovejoy, The Reverend Paul H., Grantsville, Md. notes;
May 3, 1974.
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